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UM LAW SCHOOL RECEIVES ADDITION TO GRANT
MISSOULA-The University of Montana School of Law has received $7,UU0 from the Funo
for the Improvement of Post Secondary Education (FIPSE) to supplement its 1U8U
$240,000 FIPSE grant for research and improvement of its legal program and
curri cu1urn.
The additional $7,000 will be spent to publish and distribute the findings
and program innovations of the major study.
According to UM law Dean John 0. Mudd, a number of law schools in the
country asked for information about the study.

The additional funds will be

used to get the information to them.
In August the UM law school will make a report on the study to the MidContinent Association of Law Schools, a 17-member organization of American and
Canadian law schools that train lawyers for diversified legal practices in
small- and medium- sized communities.

And the project will be featured in an

upcoming American Bar Association legal education syllabus.
The initial grant was the first of its kind in the nation to go to a
publicly supported law school for program development and FIPSE regarded the UM
grant as a pilot program for states with similar legal education programs and
populat ions.
The study proceeded in three stages.

First, a survey of practicing lawyers

in Montana was conducted to assess the precise kinds of knowledge and skills
needed for beginning lawyers.
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Second was an examination of the law school's academic program in view of
the needs of the profession.

Investigators scrutinized course content, subject

emphasis and teaching methods.
The third and present phase involved program development in both curriculum
design and actual course materials, including help from consultants in law,
learning theory and related disciplines.
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